
UNITY  
“…that all of them may be ONE, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. 

May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me” 
JOHN 17:20-23 

First a question: 

Q. If - one of the best football teams in the world – Chelsea could not win 
anything without unity… 
      
Why do we often think we can find success without it in our offices, our jobs, 
our families and most importantly IN THE CHURCH? 

But Jesus pointed directly to ONE missing link that is needed so desperately 
today in our world and in His church - both globally and locally… 

And He thought it so important that it became the theme of his last recorded 
prayer before He went to the cross… 

John 17: 20-23 
20 “My prayer is not for them alone.  
I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message 21 that all of 
them may be ONE, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also 
be in us SO THAT the world may believe that you have sent me 22 I have given 
them the glory that you gave me, that they may be ONE as we are one. 23 I in 
them and you in me - so that they may be brought to COMPLETE UNITY.  
THEN the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you 
have loved me. 

4 STEPS TO UNITY 
1 Keep Your Eyes on the Goal 
JOHN 17  21 …that all of them may be ONE, Father, just as you are in me and 
I am in you. May they also be in us SO THAT the world may believe that you 
have sent me. 

Philippians 2:1-2 “If you have any joy at all in being a Christian, any mercy at 
all in your hearts, then think the same way and focus on one goal”.  
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The Message says: 
“…agree wholeheartedly with each other, loving one another, and working 
together with one mind and purpose.” 

2 Find Common Ground 
Matthew 18:19-20  
"Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything that 
they ask, it will be done for them by My Father in heaven.”

Agreemant: Greek word is sum-phoneo  
Sum is the word together,  
Phoneo is voice or “to say”  
We get our word symphony from this word.  

Every instrument in an orchestra is different. But in unity they produce harmony 

3 Speak Encouragement 
1 Thessalonians 5:11 
“So speak encouraging words to one another. Build up hope so you’ll all be 
together in this, no one left out, no one left behind. I know you’re already doing 
this; just keep on doing it.” [message to Hope Corner] 

This might sound too simple: 
But we’re exhorted - commanded - to do 2 things… 

Just a tip 
Encourage Specifically. Correct generally… 

4 Just Do it! 
James 3:18 “You can develop a healthy, robust community that lives right with 
God and enjoy its results only if you do the hard work of getting along with 
each other, treating each other with dignity and honour.” 

James admits: It’s hard work 
But he reminds us you and I enjoy the results… 

Unity is like a garden. 
You have to tend it. 
Doing nothing is NOT an option! 
Saying nothing. Doing nothing… creates disunity 
Doing nothing means you are letting the weeds of disunity take root and grow - 
Naturally! 
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